54™ UTAH STATE LEGISLATURE & 2001-2002 VOTING RECORD

The Utah Education Association tracked hundreds of bills during the 2001-2002 Legislative Sessions. This summary highlights four bills the Legislature consid-
ered that most dramatically affected children and public education. It is important to note that a voting record is but one of several items used to evaluate legislators,
and it does not explain why a legislator voted a certain way on a bill. The UEA therefore encourages you to contact your legislators directly to ask them to explain their
votes to you (visit www.utea.org for contact information for your legislators).

House

(1] HB 179 S1 (C. Bennion, 2001) VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS ACT—Motion to Amend by Rep. Tyler
UEA Position: Support Amendment Failed House (37-38-0)
Amendment would have permitted employees to make voluntary contributions to their labor organization’s political fund through their paychecks if the labor
organization paid for all costs associated with the collection (this was a compromise position that would have treated public employees equally without costing
taxpayers any money).

(2] HB 179 S1 (C. Bennion, 2001) VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS ACT— Final Passage in House
UEA position: Oppose Motion Passed House (42-33-0)
“Paycheck Protection” bill prohibits public employees from making contributions through their paychecks to their labor organization’s political fund. This legisla-
tion is unfair, unnecessary, and underhanded. (Bill Passed in 2001 Legislative Session—enactment pending court determination of constitutionality.)

©0 HB 138 (J. Swallow, 2001) INDIV INCOME TAX AND CORP TAX CREDITS FOR QUALIFYING EDUCATION EXPENSES—Motion to Pass House Ed Cmte
UEA position: Oppose Motion Passed Committee (7-6-0)
“Tuition Tax Credit” bill would have provided a $1500 tax credit to taxpayers (parents and businesses) who send children to private or religious schools,
draining valuable resources from public schools while only providing a benefit to a select few.

(3] SB 69 S1 (C. Buttars, 2002) TUITION TAX CREDITS—Projected Voted Based on Lobby Team Assessment
UEA position: Oppose Motion Would Have Failed House (17-44-14)
Tuition Tax Credits (TTCs) would allow individuals and corporations a tax credit for part of the tuition they pay for students to attend private schools. Only a
select few would benefit from TTCs at the expense of many. TTCs would divert money from public schools—where over 97% of Utah students are enrolled—to
subsidize private and religious schools—and there would not be any public accountability for these funds.

(4] SB 157 (B. Wright, 2002) LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD EMPLOYER POWERS—Final Passage in House
UEA position: Oppose Motion Failed House (32-42-1)
The bill would have interfered with collaborative working relationships established by local districts and teachers. In addition, separate contracts with individual
employees would be a burden, in both time and money, due to the increased management requirements. It would also threaten employee morale by raising
guestions about the fairness of treatment among employees, and would create the potential for equity problems.

Senate
(5] HB 179 S1 (C. Bennion, 2001) VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS ACT— Final Passage in Senate
UEA position: Oppose Motion Passed Senate (17-12-0)
© SB 69 (C. Buttars, 2002) TUITION TAX CREDITS AND PAYMENTS TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS—Motion to Pass Senate Education Committee
UEA position: Oppose Motion Passed Committee (6-4-0)
(6] SB 69 S1 (C. Buttars, 2002) TUITION TAX CREDITS—Projected Vote Based on Lobby Team Assessment
UEA position: Oppose Motion Would Have Failed Senate (12-14-3)
©0 SB 157 (B. Wright, 2002) LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD EMPLOYER POWERS—Motion to Pass Senate Education Committee
UEA position: Oppose Motion Passed Committee (7-2-1)
(7] SB 157 (B. Wright, 2002) LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD EMPLOYER POWERS—Final Passage in Senate

UEA position: Oppose Motion Passed Senate (16-11-2)
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