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To ensure accuracy in the high 

stakes test ing of  s tudents wi th 

d isabi l i t ies,  exams must  be 

developed to ef fect ive ly  measure 

s tudents ’  knowledge and sk i l ls ,  

s tates new draf t  gu idance re leased 

by the Off ice of  Civ i l  Rights.  

 

T i t led The Use of  Tests When 

Making High-Stakes Decis ions for  

Students:   A Resource Guide for  

Educators and Pol icy Makers,  the 

Off ice of  Civ i l  Rights,  based in  

Washington,  D.C. ,  is  making i ts  

th i rd  at tempt  a t  c lar i fy ing 

profess iona l  s tandards re la ted to  

h igh s takes test ing,  inc lud ing those 

accommodat ions needed to  

adminis ter  exams to s tudents wi th 

d isabi l i t ies.  

 

“ In  determining how to use 

academic tes ts  appropr ia te ly  for  

students wi th disabi l i t ies,  ed ucators 

and po l icymakers should cons ider   

 

 

 

how to min imize the in f luence of  the 

impairments in  measur ing the 

in tended const ructs , ”  the guide l ine 

s tates.   “Di f ferent  types of  

d isabi l i t ies  y ie ld  s ign i f icant ly  

d i f ferent  conste l la t ions o f  issues. ” 

 

The updat ed and comprehens ive set  

of  government  guidel ines map 

var ious test ing s i tuat ions that  were 

deemed “especia l ly  re levant”  for  

admin is ter ing exams to  s tudents  

wi th d isabi l i t ies.  

 

The draf t  can be found at  

www.ed.gov/of f ices/OCR/test ing.  

 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


